Sermon Series:
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; \f (THE DEFINITION OF LOVE)

1 Corinthians 13: 1-7, 13

INTRG:! Turn your Bibles or turn them on, to 1 Corinthians 13. Today we start a new
sermon series titted, WHAT THE WORLD NEEDS NOW IS LOVE. (I would appreciate
very much you not singing the song out loud!)

The first response | got was from Gavin. His answer to, What is love?, was, “It’s for hug-
ging and kissing”. That’s funny right there!

The other answers were...

Lucy - “Love means Hearts and Stars”

Sara - “Love means something Special”

Jaxon - “Love is this emotion you get when you find someone or something beautiful”
Caroline-Kate - When Greg asked her, What is Love, she just gave him a hug, then
she said, “I'm going to eat my banana.”

Emily G. - “Love is that you are caring for people, like giving them a card or something,
or saying I love you, or by cutting up a piece of paper as a heart!”

Kennedy - “Mommy!”

Kenzie - “When 2 people like each other very much and then they get married.”
Langston - “Love is having a family with papas, dads, mamas, and sisters.”

Payton - “Love is when people take care of me when | am sick, Friends helping me
when [ fall down, GOD IS LOVE!




1 Corinthians 13: 1-7 “If | speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not
love, | am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if | have prophetic powers, and un-
derstand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have all faith, so as to remove moun-
tains, but have not love, | am nothing. 3 If | give away all | have, and if | deliver up my
body to be burned (for the preaching of the Gospel), but have not love, | gain nothing.

4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It
does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at
wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things...

13 So now faith, hope, and love abide (forever), these three; but the greatest of these is
love.”

vv 1-3

We read in 1 John 4: 7-8 “Dear friends (Adj. agapetos, beloved in Christ), let us love
(Verb agapao) one another, for love (Noun agape) comes from God. Everyone who
loves (agapao) has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love (aga-
pao) does not know God, because God is love (agape).”

R)YItHas'No'Melody! v 1 “If | speak in the tongues of men and of angels,

but have not love (agape), | am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.”

v 2 “And if | have prophetic powers, and understand
all mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have all faith, so as to remove moun-
tains, but have not love (agape), | am nothing.” ‘

C)IfHasINGIMission: v 3 “If | give away all | have, and if I deliver up my

‘body to be burned, but have not love (agape), | gain nothing.”

| can’t imagine anything worse than to live all my life working and sacrificing for
a particular cause, only to get to the end of life and realize it was all for naught.
It's the mission of our life that gets us value and worth! But without GOD, ev-
erything we do is in vain. You can live your life serving others, but without God
it's all in vain.



) LIFE WITHOUT LOVE: w 1-3

vv 4-7 “Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or
boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or
resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things...”

READ IT AGAIN vv 4-7 “Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not
arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it
does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, be-
lieves all things, hopes all things, endures all things...”

So Paul has told us what Life is like without Love, and what it’s like with Love. Now no-
tice the last thing he says, he speaks of a...

v 13 “So now faith, hope, and love abide (forever), these
three; but the greatest of these is love.”

“So now faith, hope, and love abide (forever), these three;...”

“but the greatest of these is love:”

Love is also the greatest because it's an attribute of God. 1 John 4:8 “...GOD is LOVE.”

CONCLUSIONE What does your life look like in comparison to the Word of God? Are
you living a Life Without Love, or are you resting securely in the Love of Christ today?
How would the people closest to you answer that question about you?



