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INTRG! Thank you for being here for the second week of our study on the subject of
LOVE. Last week | preached about “That Crazy Little Thing Called Love”, and we estab-
lished, from scripture, THE (Biblical) DEFINITION OF LOVE.

Today, I'm preaching on the subject, “Love Isn’t Just A Four Letter Word”, and we’ll be
looking at THE DOCTRINE OF LOVE.

Doctrine is, basically, the teaching principles of any particular belief, especially within
the church. So then, the DOCTRINE OF LOVE would comprise the deeper meanings of
the subject, going beyond superficial knowledge, to discover Biblical truths that define
our belief.

_ The English word Erotic comes from this root. Thus Eros speaks of Erotic
Love. The Greeks sang glowing hymns to the sensual and demonic Eros, “the god who
is compelled by none but compels all.”

Eros is a love of passion. It was considered by the Greeks to be an overmastering pas-
sion that seizes and absorbs itself into the mind. The basic idea of this love is self-satis-
faction. Eros looks for what it can receive. If it does give, it gives in order to receive. If it
fails to get what it wants or expects, bitterness and resentment develops.

Because Eros seeks it's own gratification without real consideration for it's partner, Eros
is considered a conditional love; selfish and unhealthy.

Eros is not used in the New Testament. Nor is it used in the LXX, or Septuagint. (the
Greek translation of the Old Testament)




_ (store-gay) Storge is a familial love that's known between family mem-
bers, but can also be extended to pets. It is considered a natural affection, and even
obligation. It is a quiet, abiding feeling within a person that rests on those close to him.

In the New Testament, storgé appears in the noun and verb form with the preifx “a”
which therefore negates the love and means without this type of love. It is translated in
Romans 1:31 and 2 Timothy 3:3 as “unloving” (or without natural affection, KJV).

In Romans 12:10, storgé is compounded with philos and is translated “devoted” (kindly
affectioned, KJV).

_ Philed is a companionable love. This love speaks of affection and
fondness, or liking. It's the tender relationship known between dear friends. It is from
Philed, we get the compound word Philadelphia (city of brotherly love).

Philed is a love that responds to kindness, or appreciation. It involves giving as well as
receiving. And it is the highest word in secular Greek to describe love.

It is used in a number of times in its noun and verb forms in the New Testament.

In John 21:15-17, there seems to be an intentional contrast between Phileo love and
Agape love. Before we read it, let me give you the back story.

John 21:15-17 “When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son
of John, do you love (agapad) me more than these do?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know
that I love (philed) you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son
of John, do you love (agapad) me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that | love
(philed) you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 17 The third time he said to him,
“Simon son of John, do you love (philed) me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked
him the third time, “Do you love (phile6) me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you
know that | love (philed) you.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.”



As we spoke about last week, agape love is a Heavenly love. It comes
from God. 1 John 4:8 “God is Agape”.

John 15:12 “This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as | have loved

CONTINUED

RgapelisianiactionableliovelWereadiinlJohn 13:34-35 “A new commandment | give to

you, that you love one another, even as | have loved you that you also love one anoth-
er. By this (demonstration of love) all men (believers and unbelievers alike) will know
that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”

1 John 3:16 “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.
And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters.”

CONCIEUSIONE As you can plainly see, LOVE ISN'T JUST A FOUR LETTER WORD!
There’s a lot more to love than what most realize or care to know. But for those who
dare venture into the unknown, and for those who desire to know the fullness of God in
the expression of His love, the sky’s the limit!

What is your level of love? Do you love only for what you can get out of it, or do you
love unconditionally? Do you love those that are different from you, that don’t act, look,
talk, or think the way you do? God’s command is for us to love everyone! How are you
doing with that?



