Sermon Series:

WHAT THE WGREB “What The World Needs Now Is Love”
NEEES}NGW e : Sermon 1:

“Loving God, Loving People”
(THE DUTY OF LOVE)

Matthew 22:34-40

INTRG! Turn your Bibles or turn them on to Matthew 22. We'll start our reading at v 34.
This is our third and final sermon in the series, WHAT THE WORLD NEEDS NOW IS
LOVE. | hope you have enjoyed the series, and taken something from it that will change
the way you live life as an ambassador of Christ.

The first week of the series, | preached on “That Crazy Little Thing Called Love”, and
we established THE DEFINITION OF LOVE. Last Sunday’s sermon was titled, “Love
Isn’t Just A Four Letter Word”, and we talked about THE DOCTRINE OF LOVE. Today,
| want to share with you the sermon, “Loving God, Loving People”, as we look at THE
DUTY OF LOVE.

Some of you have been here all three weeks of this series. Let me express my warmest
gratitude for your faithfulness. Others of you may have missed due to sickness or obli-
gations. Let me encourage you to go to our NEW WEBSITE at ChristFirstGA.org and
watch all the sermons in this series. All our worship services are archived on our web-
site and listed by sermon title and date. And if you would like to follow along, my per-
sonal sermon notes are available there in pdf form as well.

Matthew 22: 34-40 “Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got
together. 35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 36 “Teach-
er, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”

37 Jesus replied: “Love (agapad) the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind.[Deut. 6:5] 38 This is the first and greatest command-
ment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love (agapad) your neighbor as yourself. [Lev.19:18]
40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”




vv 37-38 “Jesus replied: “Love (agapad) the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” 38 This
is the first and greatest commandment.”

Heart - (Gr. Kardia, pronounced kar-dé'-4) Regarded as the seat of feeling, impulse,
and affection.

Soul - (Gr. Psyché, pronounced psi-khd') Breath, Spirit and Life

Mind - (Gr. Dianoia, pronounced dé-a'-noi-a) Thought, intention; intellect, deep thought
and understanding.

Strength - (Gr. Ischus, pronounced és-hi's) Force, forcefulness, ability, and might.

V 39 “..."Love your neighbor as yourself.”

Luke 6: 27 ““But to you who are listening | say: Love (agapad) your enemies, do good
to those who hate you,”

Okay, here God is just freaking us out! But listen, He means what He says.
v 40 “All the Law and the Prophets hang on
these two commandments.”



vv 37-38

v40 CONTINUED

The question now is, are you willing to love the way God commands
you to? Do you love God the way He deserves? Or, are you holding a grudge against
Him because something didn’t go as you hoped and you blame Him?

Think of that one person you dislike more than anyone else. Are you willing to love them
and pray for them consistently until the Spirit breaks their heart and moves them toward
repentance. Or, will you not change your feelings toward them no matter what God de-
sires of you? What choice will you make?



