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INTRG: We are back in John chapter 3 today. Last week | started a sermon titled,
“NIC AT NIGHT”, This morning we will look at PART 2 of that sermon. Remember, we
are listening in on a conversation between Jesus and a man named Nicodemus. Nico-
demus was part of the religious group known as the Pharisees. He was also a member
of a more elite group of men known as the Sanhedrin. The Sanhedrin was the ruling
body of the Jews. Think of them as a lower court who was allowed some authority by
the Roman occupation to rule over matters of Jewish law and religion. Just being part of
these two religious elite groups, give us insight into Nicodemus’ life. First off, he would
have been a man of exceptional knowledge. Secondly, he would have been highly re-
spected in his sphere of influence. It is this man who came under the cover of darkness
to speak to Jesus.

w 9-12 “Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things
be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not under-
stand these things? 11 Truly, truly, | say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear
witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12 If | have told
you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you heavenly
things?”

v 3,and againinv 5,

“Unless a man is born again (that is, born from above, born of water and Spirit), he can-
not see (he cannot enter) the Kingdom of God.”

V 10 “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things?

The same can be said of

our time as well!



w 9-12 vv 11-12 “Truly, truly, | say to you, we speak of
what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testi-
mony. 12 If | have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if
| tell you heavenly things?”

Here, in v 11 Jesus says, “Truly, truly, | say to you, we speak of what we know, and
bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony.

-"Truly, truli, I sai to iou, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to

what we have seen,

Vincent - After the use of the singular number in vv. 3, 5, 7, 12, the plural here is note-
worthy. It is not merely rhetorical—“a plural of majesty’—but is explained by v 8, “every
one that is born of the Spirit.” The new birth imparts a new vision. The man who is born
of the Spirit has eternal life (v 36); and life eternal is to know God and Jesus Christ
whom He has sent (17:3). “You have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know
(oidare) all things” (1 John 2:20). He who is born of water and of the Spirit sees the
kingdom of God. This we, in v 11, therefore includes, with Jesus, all who are truly born
anew of the Spirit. Jesus meets the “we know” of Nicodemus in v 2, referring to the
class of which he belonged, with another “we know”, referring to another class, of which
He was the head and representative.

“we speak of what we
know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony.”




v 9-12 CONTINUE Earlier John recorded a sad sum-

John 1:11 “He came to his own, and his own
people did not receive him.” John 3:32 “He bears witness to what he
has seen and heard, yet no one receives his testimony”

V 12 “If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if |
tell you heavenly things?”

—

_ vv 13-15 “No one has ascended into heaven except

he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent
in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him
may have eternal life.”

Proverbs 30:4 “Who has ascended to heaven and come down? Who has gathered the
wind in His hands? Who has bound up the waters in His cloak? Who has established all

the ends of the earth? What is His name, and what is the name of His Son— surely you
know!”

V 14 “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be
lifted up,”

Numbers 21:5-9 “The people spoke against God and Moses, “Why have you brought
us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we
loathe this miserable food.” 6 The LORD sent fiery serpents among the people and they
bit the people, so that many people of Israel died. 7 So the people came to Moses and
said, “We have sinned, because we have spoken against the LORD and you; intercede
with the LORD, that He may remove the serpents from us.” And Moses interceded for
the people. 8 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole;
and it shall come about, that everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, he will live.” 9
And Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on the pole; and it came about, that if a
serpent bit any man, when he looked to the bronze serpent, he lived.”



vv 13-15 CONTINUE

Numbers 21:8 “Then the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a
pole; and it shall come about, that everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, he will
live.”

Hebrews 12:2 “looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy
that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at
the right hand of the throne of God.”

Look at the last verse, vv 14-15 “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal
m. ”

CONCEUSIONE The question again is, have you looked to Jesus? Do you believe in
Him as the Savior of the world, sent of God to die for your sins and mine? Do you desire
to live with Him throughout eternity? That'’s the gift of life He offers you today! Will you
look to Him?



