| Series: SEEING IS BELIEVING
(Book Study Gospel of John)

EEE I'Ili IE
I@VMQ

Christ First Church
| Pastor Wayne Chasteen

Sermon 9: Nic At Night (Part 1)
(John 3: 1-21)

August 2, 2020

INTRG! Turn your Bibles or Turn them on to a very popular chapter in the Book of
John. St. John’s Gospel, chapter 3. In today’s sermon titled, “NIC AT NIGHT”, we will
listen in on a conversation between Jesus and a man named Nicodemus. We will not
get to it today, but it's in this conversation that John 3:16 is given to the world.

w 1-2 “Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicode-
mus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi,
we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you
do unless God is with him.”




vv 1-2  CONTINUED

ﬁ

v 2 “This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with
him.”

APPLICATION: Can | stop here for just a moment and ask? What do you think of Je-

sus? If you were to meet Him face to face, today, how would you address Him? Is He
YOUR teacher, YOUR master? Is He YOUR SAVIOR? Is HE YOUR LORD? Or, is He
just another teacher? Or, is He someone else’s Savior, but not YOURS?

v 2 “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from
God, for (because) no one can do these signs (miracles) that you do unless God is with
him.”

vv 3-8 “Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, | say to you,
unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”




) THE INTRIGUE: v 1-2

w 3-8 “4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be
born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?”

Look at vv 5-6 “Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born of water
and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is
flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”

This verse should have your full attention by now. Now, notice what follows...
V 5 “...unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”

What is Jesus saying here? He's reiterating what He just said in v 3, “Truly, truly, I say

to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

V 5 “unless one is born of water and the Spirit”,




' THEINTRIGUE! \v 1-2
w 3-8 CONTINUED John MacArthur - Since Jesus

expected Nicodemus to understand this truth, as noted in v 10, it must have been
something with which he was familiar. Water and Spirit often refer symbolically in the
Old Testament to spiritual renewal and cleansing. We see this in no less than seven
passages in the OT. In one of the most glorious passages in all of Scripture describing
Israel’s restoration to the Lord by the new covenant, God said in Ezekiel 36: 24-27, "For
| will take you from the nations, gather you from all the lands and bring you into your
own land. Then | will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; | will cleanse
you from all your filthiness and from all your idols. Moreover, | will give you a new heart
and put a new spirit within you; and | will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and

give you a heart of flesh. | will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My stat-
utes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.”

“6 That which is
born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel
that | said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you
hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with
everyone who is born of the Spirit.”




