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INTRG: If you have it available, turn in your John journal to John 3. Today, we will be
looking at verses 22-36. If you do not have a John Journal, turn your Bibles, or turn
them on, to John 3 verse 22.

It's good to be back in John’s Gospel. We took three weeks off from our study after
spending 4 weeks in the first 21 verses of this great chapter. Today, is sermon 13 in our
exegetical study of the gospel. The title of our series is, “Seeing Is Believing”, An Up-
Close Look at the Gospel of John.

We have been moving at an intentionally slow pace through the book, but today | hope
to finish up with chapter 3. To have any chance for that, we need to dive in. Today’s
sermon title is ABOVE ALL. Notice...

_ vv 22-26 “After this Jesus and his disciples went into the

Judean countryside, and he remained there with them and was baptizing. 23 John also
was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because water was plentiful there, and people were
coming and being baptized 24 (for John had not yet been put in prison). 25 Now a dis-
cussion arose between some of John's disciples and a Jew over purification. 26 And
they came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, he who was with you across the Jordan, to
whom you bore witness—Ilook, he is baptizing, and all are going to him.”

V 22 “Afterthis...”

v 22 says, “After this Jesus and his disciples
went into the Judean countryside, and he remained there with them and was baptizing.”



w 22-26 CONTINUED *“..and was baptizing.” This seems

V 23-24 “John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because water was plentiful
there, and people were coming and being baptized 24 (for John had not yet been put in

V 25-26 “Now a discussion arose between some of John's disciples and a Jew over
purification. 26 And they came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, he who was with you
across the Jordan, to whom you bore witness—Iook, he is baptizing, and all are going to
him.”

_ vv 27-30 “John answered, “A person cannot receive even one

thing unless it is given him from heaven. 28 You yourselves bear me witness, that |
said, ‘Il am not the Christ, but | have been sent before him.” 29 The one who has the
bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoic-
es greatly at the bridegroom's voice. Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. 30 He
must increase, but | must decrease.”

James 1:17 “Every good thing

given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with
whom there is no variation or shifting shadow”

v 29, “Therefore this joy of mine is now complete.”




I'THEDICEMMA! \v 22-26

vv 27-30 CONTINUED And it's in this state of contentment,
v 30 “He must increase, but | must decrease.”

AW Tozer - John condensed into that one final sentence the secret of his own spiritual
greatness: “Jesus must increase, but | must decrease.”

Galatians 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer | who live, but Christ
who lives in me. And the life | now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave himself for me.”

Colossians 3:1-4 “If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that
are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden
with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with
him in glory.”

Paul is saying there’s a litmus test for discerning whether or not you have been raised
with Christ. To be raised with Christ, requires first, that we die to ourselves. This is a
statement of salvation. Being raised with Christ is the same as being saved. Paul says,
IF you want to know if you are saved, take this test. Do you actively SEEK the things
that are above? That's where Christ is! Is your mind SET on things above, or does your
mind live in this world? You are supposed to be dead to the world. And if you are, you
have a new life in Christ!

Romans 8:5 “For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of
the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the
Spirit.”



vV 22-26
vv 27-30 CONTINUED

Now Notice...

vv 31-36 “He who comes from above is above all. He
who is of the earth belongs to the earth and speaks in an earthly way. He who comes
from heaven is above all. 32 He bears witness to what he has seen and heard, yet no
one receives his testimony. 33 Whoever receives his testimony sets his seal to this, that
God is true. 34 For he whom God has sent utters the words of God, for he gives the
Spirit without measure. 35 The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his
hand. 36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son
shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.”

V 31 “He who comes from above is above all...”

Vv 35-36 “The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his hand. 36 Whoever
believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life,
but the wrath of God remains on him.”

CONCIEUSIONE So they question today is, do you believe in Jesus as the Son of God?
Have you trusted Him to the point you have cast your affections toward Him? Has the
Spirit of God revealed Christ to you, meaning, do you have faith to believe in Him as the
Savior of the world, and your Savior? If so, commit to follow Jesus today!



