
Acts 27:21-29

INTRO:   Please turn your Bibles or turn them on to Acts 27. It’s great to officially be back
in the pulpit after 5 weeks of not preaching. Again, let me thank Eddie, Filip, PJ, and Steve
for doing such a great job sharing the Word and helping out.

Today, I want us to look at an incredibly exciting true story recorded in the pages of scrip-
ture. First of all, it’s a shipwreck! Think “Perfect Storm” or “Titanic”. Secondly, the tale is a
first hand account of the events as they unfolded, as experienced by and told by Luke, the
Author of the book of Acts. Thirdly, the main human character is none other than Paul,
that militant missionary, and powerful, passionate, preacher of the Gospel, PAUL the
Apostle! Hopefully Dallas Jenkins will make this into a blockbuster movie someday. This
story indeed has all the elements of a great action thriller.

To understand everything that’s taking place here in chapter 27, I need to give you the
backstory.

Paul, after his Damascus road experience, has been on mission to spread the good news
of Jesus Christ. He’s been traveling as a missionary, literally, all over the known world. He
won thousands of people to the Lord, started churches, ordained preachers and pastors to
carry on the work. He made a lot of friends, and as many enemies. Paul was an unlikely
candidate for God to raise up. Prior to his conversion, he had been a staunch critic of any-
thing Jesus. He was arrogant and hateful toward those who claimed to be Christian, even
taking to the streets to see that Christ followers were arrested, brought to trial, and put to
death, if it served his greater cause. This is the man God raised up to be the greatest
preacher in church history!

After leaving the sect of religious elites, known as the Pharisees, to become a follower of
Christ, Paul became hated by many in the Jewish community, especially by the religious
leaders in Jerusalem. They got so fed up with Paul, in fact, that they decide he needs to
go away, he needs to die. At one point a mob of Jewish men take Paul out into the street
and start beating him to death. But before they can kill him, a Roman Commander and his
soldiers step in and stop the assault. Later, the Commander gets word of a plot to ambush
Paul and kill him, so he orders Paul to be taken to Caesarea to the Roman Governor, Fe-
lix. Felix agrees to hear the evidence against Paul, as well as Paul’s defense. Felix
doesn’t find Paul guilty of anything, but he keeps him in prison for two years. And what’s
really crazy, is that from time to time, Felix would have Paul brought to him and he would
listen to Paul’s testimony, but then he would just send him back.

After two years, Felix is replaced by a new governor named Festus. Pretty much as soon
as Festus gets into Caesarea, he has Paul brought in and hears his story. He finds noth-
ing with which to condemn him. However, he asks Paul if he would be willing to go back to
Jerusalem to stand trial there. AT THIS POINT, Paul appeals to Caesar in Rome.

Before arrangements can be made to send Paul to Rome, King Agrippa and his wife make
a special trip to Caesarea to visit with Festus and congratulate him on his new position.
Festus proceeds to tell Agrippa about this man left in prison by Felix, and how he thinks
he’s not guilty of anything deserving of death, and that now the man has appealed to Cae-
sar to hear his case. King Agrippa is intrigued and ask to meet with Paul himself.

Paul is brought before the officials. He is given liberty to share his story, and he does.

DRIFTING TOWARD AN UNKNOWN SHORE



Paul shares the entire story of his Damascus Road experience, with the light shining from
Heaven, and the voice of Jesus booming as he called out to Paul,  and how that he was
called of God to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ to the Jews and to the Gentiles. When
he concludes, Agrippa says to Paul, “You almost persuade me to become a Christian”.
It’s then that Agrippa turns to Festus and said, “this man could have been released if he
hadn’t appealed to Caesar”.

NOW WE COME TO CHAPTER 27.  Paul is put on a ship headed for Italy. He has several
friends with him, Luke being one of them, and all are under guard by a Roman Centurion
named Julius. They set sail, making a few stops here and there before boarding a larger
vessel carrying grain at the coastal city of Myra. They leave Myra and sail slowly toward
Crete. Luke tells us that the wind is impeding them so they hugged the coastline of Crete
to a place called by sailors, the Fair Havens, near the town of Lasea. It is at Fair Havens
that Paul tells Julius and the sailors,  v 10 “Men, I can see that our voyage will be filled
with disaster and great loss, not only to ship and cargo, but to our own lives as well.”  if we
continue this journey. We don’t need to sail. V 11 “But contrary to Paul’s advice, the cen-
turion was persuaded by the pilot and by the owner of the ship.”  and they sailed on.

AND THIS IS WHERE THINGS REALLY GET INTERESTING…

vv 13-20 “When a gentle south wind began to blow, they thought they had their opportuni-
ty. So they weighed anchor and sailed along, hugging the coast of Crete. 14 But it was not
long before a cyclone called the Northeaster swept down across the island. 15 Unable to
head into the wind, the ship was caught up. So we gave way and let ourselves be driven
along. 16 Passing to the lee of a small island called Cauda, we barely managed to secure
the lifeboat. 17 After hoisting it up, the crew used ropes to undergird the ship. And fearing
that they would run aground on the sandbars of Syrtis, they lowered the sea anchor and
were driven along. 18 We were tossed so violently that the next day the men began to jet-
tison the cargo. 19 On the third day, they threw the ship’s tackle overboard with their own
hands. 20 When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days and the great storm con-
tinued to batter us, we abandoned all hope of being saved.”

And it’s in these next few verses I want to take my text. Today, I’m preaching on the sub-
ject, “DRIFTING TOWARD AN UNKNOWN SHORE”

I don’t know if you’re like me or not, but I hardly recognize our country anymore. The
Christian values we once held dear are getting harder to find. Morals are subjective. Truth
is relative. And loving one another is a thing of the past. These days, everyone is out for
themselves, taking care of good ole number 1. We seem to be becoming something we
never thought we would be, ONE NATION WITHOUT A GOD. And what does it all mean?
What does the future hold? What should we do when we find ourselves DRIFTING TO-
WARD AN UNKNOWN SHORE? Well, let’s quickly take a look and see. Notice…

I) THE ASSURANCE: vv 21-22 “After the men had gone a long time without food,
Paul stood up among them and said, “Men, you should have followed my advice not to
sail from Crete. Then you would have averted this disaster and loss. 22 But now I urge
you to keep up your courage, because you will not experience any loss of life, but only of
the ship.” Warren Wierse - "A crisis does not make a person; a crisis shows what a per-
son is made of, and it tends to bring true leadership to the fore."

In a very fearsome situation, Paul became a voice of calm. That’s true of every preacher
worth his salt! Listen to me, God is good, ALL THE TIME, and all the time, GOD IS
GOOD! No circumstance can change that.



I) THE ASSURANCE: vv 21-22 CONTINUED Paul does give everyone a little, “I
told you so”. You shouldn’t have sailed from Crete, like I said, v 22  “But now I urge you to
keep up your courage, because you will not experience any loss of life, but only of the
ship.” Not only does he calm them down, he gives them a lesson on priorities. “You’re
going to lose this ship, and everything on it. But your LIVES will be spared”. V 37 tells us
there was 276 souls on board that ship. And not one of them was lost.

As Christians, this is the truth we hold on to!  God has never promised me stuff. But He
did promise me LIFE in Jesus Christ!

Listen, I don’t know what’s going to happen to America. We may lose every liberty we’ve
ever known, I don’t know. But I know what God is doing for me! He’s bringing me into His
Kingdom. John 14:1-3 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in
Me. 2 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I
go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again
and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.”

Don’t get your eyes so fixed on this world, that you forget you don’t belong here!

II) THE ANNOUNCEMENT: vv 23-24 “For just last night an angel of God, whose I
am and whom I serve, stood beside me 24 and said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must
stand before Caesar. And look, God has granted you the lives of all who sail with you.’”

“For just last night” Let me stop here for a moment. God doesn’t always come to me be-
fore hand, before my storms. Sometimes He waits until the wind is strongest to whisper in
my ear, everything is going to be alright! The secret to hearing Him is having your atten-
tion focused on what’s important. (On Him, not the storm)

“Whose I am and whom I serve” What a statement! When you realize you belong to God,
you can face any storm.

“‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before Caesar. And look, God has granted you
the lives of all who sail with you.’” PLEASE NOTICE HERE, the phrase, God has grant-
ed, is often used as an answer to prayer in scripture. The implication being that Paul
prayed for all 276 people on board that ship to be saved! In v 10 Paul states that he per-
ceived that there would be loss of both the ship and lives. But when they failed to heed his
advice and sailed on, Paul prayed for their lives and God answered.

When things don’t go the way we think they should have, we continue to pray and trust
God that He hears us and cares about us.

III) THE ALLEGIANCE: v 25 “So take courage, men, for I believe God that it will
happen just as He told me.” Can I ask, do you believe the Word of God?  Paul placed his
faith totally in God. He did not let the surrounding storm have a voice. He trusted ONLY
GOD! That is a must, if you are going to live a life of peace and poise in this world.

IV) THE ALARM: vv 26-28 “However, we must run aground on some island.” 27 On
the fourteenth night we were still being driven across the Adriatic Sea. About midnight the
sailors sensed they were approaching land (an unknown shore). 28 They took soundings
and found that the water was twenty fathoms deep. Going a little farther, they took another
set of soundings that read fifteen fathoms.”



IV) THE ALARM: vv 26-28 So Paul tells everyone on board the ship that they are
going to run aground. That’s the most frightful thing that can happen if you’re on a ship in
a storm. PAUL SOUNDS THE ALARM!

That’s what we as Christians are called to do, sound the alarm. There’s a Heaven to gain,
and a Hell to miss! Sometimes people listen, sometimes they don’t. But we keep preach-
ing. We keep witnessing. We keep sharing the Word of Truth!

Here, the ship is drifting toward an unknown shore. They don’t know where they are. They
realize they are getting closer to some land (In their mind, meaning closer to danger), and
they are fearful of being dashed against the shoreline and killed. They are in a precarious
position. WHAT DO YOU DO WHEN YOU FIND YOURSELF DRIFTING TOWARD AN
UNKNOWN SHORE?

Notice lastly…

V) THE ACTION: vv 29-44 “Fearing that we would run aground on the rocks, they
dropped four anchors from the stern and prayed for daybreak. 30 Meanwhile, the sailors
attempted to escape from the ship. Pretending to lower anchors from the bow, they let the
lifeboat down into the sea. 31 But Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, “Unless
these men remain with the ship, you cannot be saved.” 32 So the soldiers cut the ropes to
the lifeboat and set it adrift.

33 Right up to daybreak, Paul kept urging them all to eat: “Today is your fourteenth day in
constant suspense, without taking any food. 34 So for your own preservation, I urge you
to eat something, because not a single hair of your head will be lost.”

35 After he had said this, Paul took bread and gave thanks to God in front of them all.
Then he broke it and began to eat. 36 They were all encouraged and took some food
themselves. 37 In all, there were 276 of us on board. 38 After the men had eaten their fill,
they lightened the ship by throwing the grain into the sea.

39 When daylight came, they did not recognize the land, but they sighted a bay with a
sandy beach, where they decided to run the ship aground if they could. 40 Cutting away
the anchors, they left them in the sea as they loosened the ropes that held the rudders.
Then they hoisted the foresail to the wind and made for the beach. 41 But the vessel
struck a sandbar and ran aground. The bow stuck fast and would not move, and the stern
was being broken up by the pounding of the waves.

42 The soldiers planned to kill the prisoners so none of them could swim to freedom.
43 But the centurion, wanting to spare Paul’s life, thwarted their plan. He commanded
those who could swim to jump overboard first and get to land. 44 The rest were to follow
on planks and various parts of the ship. In this way everyone was brought safely to land.”

CONCLUSION:


